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2 ; Nöry or r Richard Wh on, thrice 
ord Mayor of London. The History of Thomas of | | 
Reading, and other worthy Clothiers of England, 
Setting forth their mirth, great riches, and hospitality 
to the poor, and the great favour they gained with | 
their Prince, concluding with the woeful Death of 
Thomas of Reading, who was murdered by his Host. 
The Life and Death of St. George, the noble Cham- 
pion of England. The History of Dr. John Faustus, 
showing how he sold himself to the Devil, to have 
ower to do what he pleased for twenty four years. 
Tue History of the Children in the Wood, or Murder 
Revenged. The Famous and Memorable History of 
Wat Tyler and Jack Straw.» The History of the 
oyal Martyr, King Charles the First, with the 
Afligies of those worthy persons that suffered, and 
he time and places where they lost their lives in 
is Majesty's cause during the usurpation of Oliver 
Cromwell. (These pieces were all printed in Alder- "i 
nary Churchyard, about the year 1780, and differ — 
together from the modern children's books under 75 
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Wat Tyler and Jack Straw. 
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CH-AP. I. 


Of the Troubles. which happened in they 
— Reign of King Richard the Second. 


ICHARD H. Son of Edward the 
Black Prince, and Grandſon of Ed- 

ward III. came to the Crown of England 
when but eleven Years of Age. On Ac- 
count of his tender Years the Government 


of him and his Kingdom was put into the 
Hands of certain Biſhops, Earls, Barons, | 
and Juſtices ; who, either by fear of dif- 


contentipg him, or Neglect of their Duty, 
or both, every one was more ready to 


(8 


In the Beginning of this King 8 Reign 
the French on the one Side, and the Scots 
on the other, cruelly infeſted this Land ; 


until John Philpot, Citizen and Alderman ' 


of London, lamenting the Miſery of the 


Times, (occaſioned by Neglect of ſecuring ' 


the Coats, and ſcouring the Seas, where- 
by the-Merchant durſt not traffick abroad 
for fear of Pyrates, who hovered in every 
Corner, but eſpecially one Mercer, a Scot- 
tich Rover, who had got together a great 
Fleet of French, Scots, and Spaniards, 

and with them did rob all they met, and 


did great miſchief) complained hereof to 


the King's Council, and demonſtrated. to 
them the daily Wrongs ſuſtained by the 
ſaid Mercer, imploring their Aid; but re- 


ceiving from them no Relief, he, at his 


own Coſt, fitted out a Fleet of Ships, and 


went with them himſelf to Sea; and, in 


ſhort time, took the ſaid Mercer, and re- 
covered all the Prizes formerly taken, 
with fifteen Spaniſh Bottoms, well fraught 


with Riches, befides many French and 
Scotch Ships; for Which brave Action 


pleaſe him with de! ;ohtful Conceits, than 4 


allt him with profitable 2 to 49 Al 
J. him good. | 


| be incurred the Diſlike of moſt of the 


Noblemen, from whom he ſeemed to have 


« 
. 
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ſnatched, by this his fortunate Attempt, 


| the native Cognizance of true Nobility : 


Among whom, Hugh Earl of Stafford, 


nettled with the general Commendations 
given to Philpot for. this gallant Exploit, 
publickly at the Council table obj jected a- 


gainſt him the Uulawfulneſs of the Act, 
beet Authority, being but a private 
Man, to levy Arms. But Philpot, with 


an undaunted Reſolution, not only juſtifi- 


ed the Act, as, though not altogether law- 


Ful, yet very expedient, being done for 


the Honour of God and the King, and the 


| Security of the Publick, but alſo retorted 


the Objection of Improvidence and ſloth- 


ol Neglect upon the Earl and the Reſt 


of the Council, ſo that they knew not 


What to reply, and he returned with the 
general Applauſe of the Citizens, and moſt 
of the Courtiers. 
was performed in the Year 1378. 


- | his glorious Deed 


- The next Year, the third of the Reign, 


© the King 'of France, preſuming of the 


King's Minority, with ſme Spaniſh Aid, 


landed in the Southweſt Part of England, 
and ranfacked and burned the Towns ot 


. 
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Plymouth, Dartmouth, Rye, and ſeve · 1 


ral other Coaſt- Towns and were then 
marching farther into the main Land, un- 


til, by the Earl of Cambridge, the King 8 
Uncle, and the Earls of Saliſbury and 


Puckingham, and their Forces, they were 
encountered, and beat back to their Ships; 
but ſoon 1 landed again, and did much 


Harm at Dover, Winchelſea, Haſtings, 


and Graveſend ; from whence, BOWEL: 
tered, they e eee to France. For Pre- 


vention of the like Injuries for the tuture, 
and Revenge of thoſe already offered, a 


Parliament was aſſembled at Weſtminſter ;. 


in which a Subſidy of four-pence per Poll 
of each Sex throughout the Kingdom (a- 
bove the Age of fourteen Vears) is grant- 
ed to the King. The levying whereof 
procured much Heart-burning, and much 
alienated the Hearts of the Subjects from 
the King. With that Money Preparation 
was made, and eight thouſand Men lent 


over into. France. under the Conduct 1 


Thomas of-. W nodftuck, the King's Un- 


cle; who paſting over Soam, Oyte, and 
Marne Rivers, ſpoiled and burnt all the 


Country, and ranſomed the Inhabitants, 


till he came to Brittan _ 9 


\ 


1 
Ae eee e 
EMAP 


Tf the dangerous Rebellion raifed by Wat 
Dyer and Face Straw, 

BOUT chis time one John Ball, a 

factious, Clergyman, a Scholar of 

WW Wicki, obſerving the common People 


much to murmur at the Payment of the 
eforeſaid Subſidy; in all Places where he 
came, uſed ſecretly to inform the inferior 


Sort of People, ſuch as were poor and 


needy, That by Deſcent from Adam all 


Men were of one Condition; that the 
Laws of tbis Kingdom were injurious, 


and hindered as: of participating Chriſtian 
Liberty nay, moit-uajuſt, by making fo 


great a Difference of Vers Eſtate, pre- 
ferring ſome to be Peers and Potentates, 


giving to ſome others large Authority, 
and enlarging others Poſſeffions, and ta- 


king Advantage of the humble and Plia- 
ble Condition and Carriage of others, 


kept them in Servility and Baſeneſs, hard- 
Iy giving them Allowance: of Suſtenance, 
and not that neither, without Sweat and 
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herd Labour; when amongſt Chriſtians 
there ſhould be an equal Share of every 
Thing in common ; taking this for his 
Theme: 


When Adam delvd, and Eve ſpan, 
Abo was then a Gentleman? 


With ſuch- like traiterons Perſuaſions, 
he did prepare the Vulgar (apt to enter- 


tain the Proffers of Rebellion) and fit 
them for Inſurrection upon the ſlighteſt. 


Occation, — This Doctrine once on foot, 
run from Ruſtic to Gentle, and from Shire 
to Shire; that, at length, it infatuated 
them, and infected the City of London, 
the Commons whereof (that is to ſay, the 
poorer Sort of Mechanicks and Handi- 


crafts) deſperately inclined to mutiny on 


the Reaſons aforeſaid, incited and invited 


the Multitude, prepared as aforeſaid, to 


come thimer, promiſing their beſt Aſliſt- 
and F ortherance. 

Hereupon, a rude Parcel of Ruffians, 
under the Leading of Wat Tyler, a Tay- 
lor, wap commanded in chief, with their 
ptous Miniſter John Ball, Jack Straw, a 
Threfher, Jack Shepherd, of the Coun- 


cih of War, under the Title of the King's 


nnn 
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end. But ſeeing the Rabble lo ragged and 


a tw. fo 


„ 
Men, and the Servants of the Common: 


wealth of England, came to Londch, ran- 


ſacking by the Way, and demoliſhing 
from Eſſex: fide all the fair Structures and 


great Buildings of the Nobility and Gen- 


try. They ſummoned the King to give Of 
them a Meeting ; who, accordingly, ac- 
companied with ſome of his beſt Counſel- 
lors, took his Barge, and went to Graves- 


rogue-like, nothing but a Company off th 
1 compacted of the Off- ſcum ] Br 
of the People, it was held no Diſcretion I th 
for the King to venture his Perſon among V 
them, and ſo he returned to the Tower, th 
from whence he came. C 


— 


W177 Fon 

of the further Villaimes committed by Wat 
Her and his diſſolute Crew; and hau 
be was flain by Sir William. 2 alwor th. 


1 Ak next Day theſe urruly Rake- 
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Bridge drawn, and well guarded; they, 
thereupon, ſent a Meſſage to William 
Walworth, then Lord-Mayor of London, 
that if they had not Admittance into the 
City immediately, :hey would deſtroy all 
the Men, Women, and Children on the 
Soithwark- fide ; plunder their Houſes, 


w Us Md — 


and fet Fire to the Borough and Churches 


there ; withal, vowing Vengeance on the 


Citizens if they forced their Way into the 


City, For Prevention of this, it was or- 


dered. that the Gates ſhould be opened. 


and the Bridge let down, whereupon they 
entered, where their Fury, with fairfand 
ſmooth Words, was for that Night paci- 


fied; only the Commander, Wat Tyler, 
, | fent fer his quondam Maſter, Richard 


e eee 


ſhames approached London, where 
they found the Gates locked, and the 


(10) 


Lyon, an ancient grave Citizen, and, in 
| thankful Requital of moderate and deſer- 
ved Puniſhment given him in his Ap- 
| prenticeſhip, he cauſed his Head to be 
firuck off, and ſtuck upon a Pole, and in 


Triumph borne before him. 

The next Day he went to the Savoy, 
(a Houfe belonging to John of Gaunt, the 
King's Uncle) which they rifled and 
burnt, and inhumanly murdered all the 
chief Officers they found there. — They 


committed Sacrilege 1 in all Churches and 


religious Houſes, robbing the Houſes of 
the Students in the Law, committing to 
fire all their Books and Records, pro- 


claiming Death to any that ſhould be 


found to know Law.or Literature. They 
ſpoiled all Foreigners inhabiting in or near 


London ;- and their Numbers encreaſing 


to er thouſand,- they came to St, 
Katherine's, and CR x > Aha ſent the 
King Word to attend their Pleaſure at 


Mile-End. 


But no PTR the King gone out 
of the Tower to the Place appointed, than 


Tyler, with ſome of his Comrades, en- 


tered the Tower- gates, rifled the King's 


Lodging, Is treating the Sp: 
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Mother, both. with bad "Lanewage. and 


hard Blo: WS; and apprehended (as he was 
performing the Duties of the Obo "ch) the 
Reverend Simon Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury,. who formerly had puniſhed, tho' 
but. fichtly. their Proloquutor John Ball, 
when he firſt began to preach up Rebel- 
lion, and ſtrook- off his Head. They 
kr. ke open all the Priſons, and ſet at Lis 


berty all the Malef:&ors there, and then“ 


went to meet his Majeſty at Mile-End. 
The King. demanded, What they re- 
quired in that hoſtile Manner? when, 


with a confuſed: Noiſe, ſome cried Ma- 


numiſſion, others Maintenance, others to 
have their Lands: freed from Service ; e- 
very one calling for what he thought 
would moſt conduce to his own. particu- 
lar End. — The King promiſed to call a 
Parliament, and thereby (which he now 


granted) promiſed to eſtabliſh what to 


that Fps ſhould be ſet down in Wri- 


ting; and further gave a general Pardon 


and ſafe Conduct for their Return every 
Man to his own Habitation : whereupen 


many of the beſt of theſe bad Rebels diſ- 


banded. and went home ward, and the 


Londoners returned. 
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5 But Ty ler (whoſe Aim was robbing of 
the City of London, and the Extirpation | 
ok all w rho were any Way noted for Lear- 


ning) with twenty thouſand of the Dregs 
and Pokum of Bis Rake-helis, came into 


| Smithfield: To whom tne King (guarded 
by a ſmall- Strength, attended by William 


Walworth, then Lord-Mayor, John Phil- 
pot (the Darling of the Mariners, om Ac- 


count of the noble Action mentioned in 
| the Beginning of this Hiſtory) Nicholas 


| 'Bramber, 'Alderman of London, and Sir 
John Newton, and ſome few others, alÞ 


Men of reſolute and brive Spirits) pre- 
fented himſelf, and was by the traiterous 


Tyler received! in a moſt baſe and ſcorn- 
ful Manner, with many Affronts to his 


Followers; inſomuch, that John Philpot 


told the King, the Abuſes were inſuffera- 
2 Þle, and if he pleaſed but to command 


His Lieutenant, meaning the Lord-Mayor,, 
to arreſt the Traitor, "be would loſe his: 


Life if it were not accordingly perform- | 
| ed. 
Nevertheleſs. the King doubting the | 


Sequel, was unwilling to bees a mad 
Dog, and with fair Speeches and pleaſing 
| Countenance, he began to expoſtulate 
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with Tyler, and was willing to condes 


ſcend to ſome. diſhourable Submiſſions | 


(being betwixt Sovereign and Subject): to 
content him; but the more he found the 
King pliable, the more arrogantly did he 


inſult, and the more e were 


his 83 and inſolent his Behaviour, 


Among others, this was one of his De- 


mands: To have all Law aboliſhed ; af- 
firming, with an execrable Oath, Pefore 


Night all the Law of England F: all paſs 


| 1 h this Strait, clapping his Hand to 
| his Mouth: 


In ahe mean time Philpot had ſent in- 


to the City to Sir Robert Knowles, who 


was left behind to keep the Multitude - | 
quiet, to make known the King's Danger 
and his own; conjuring them, by their 


Duty to the King, and Love to him, to 
make all poſſible Speed to their Reſcues, 
And then . prompting the Lord-Mayor 


what to do, having by Sir John Newton's: 


Help; drawn cloſe together as many-of 
the King's Followers as were profent, he 
attended the Sequel. 

Tyler, perſiſting in his infapporta able 
Arrogance, demanded the King's Dagger 
of the Squire who held it; which being, 


Cn). 


by the King's Ordor, delivered him, * 
further preſumed to command the Squire 
to give him the Sword alſo ; bet the 


yourg Spark bravely faid, A King's Sword 
would not become a 8 s Hand, and 
he would not deliver it him. At this, 


Tyler offering. to approach the King's 
Page, the Lord-Mayor of London (who: 
only waited for an Occaſton to hazard his 
Life in ſurpriſing ſo proud a Traytor) 
ſnatched the King's Dagger out of the 


' Sheath in Tyler's Hand, and then ſheath- 


ed the Gabe + in Tyler's Body, whereupon 
Philpot ſaluted him with his Sword, * | 


he dropt down dead. 


This ſudden Action at firſt Aiſinay' d 
the King, but being aſſured of preſent 
|. Succour from the Citizens, he took Cou- 
age, and being ſurrounded by his No- 
dies, they gave Defiance to the headleſs. 


Rout, which wanted not Will nor Power 
to revenge their Captain's Death : But 


each one expecting when the other ſhoull 
begin, they ſtay d looking one upon ano- 


ther, until News was brought that the 
Londoners under the Conduct of Sir Ro- 
bert Knowles, approached in Battle Ar- 
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Twifield, and Nicholas Bramber Knights, 


ww 


down their Veapons, and every one fhitt- . 


'15) —_ 
At this the Rebels immediately flung 


ed for himſelf, Jack Straw eſcaping with 
the reſt; ſo that the Field was preſently 
clear of them, at which the King very 
much rejoiced; and in the fame Place he 
made William Walworth, John Philpot, 
Ralph Standiſh, John Laund, Nicholas 
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x mens and Genflemens Houſes of Note; 
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3 07 the Depredations committed by other 


Rebels in divers Parts of the King dim. 
TY theſe Tumults were thus 


in Agitation, by the Procure- 
- ment of John Vail that pernicious Prieſt, 


one John Wraw, (a Whelp of the ſame 


Litter, a Canditate for the Devil's good 
Grace) was ſent into Norfolk, and the 
| - adjacent Counties, to incite the Commons 
to Inſurrection, upon the like Motives, 


and to join with Tyler; which took fo 


| ſuddenly, that in Hertfordſhire, about St. 


Albans, and at St. Edmond's-bury, in 


3 Suffolk, on Corpus Chriſti day, to the 


Number of fifty thouſand were aſſembled 


under the Conduct of one Robert Weſt- 


borne, an Inn-keeper, who outragiouſly 
deſtroy ed and demoliſhed all the Noble- 


and put to Death all the Profeſſors of Law 


i they could find. | 
They took Sir John Cavendiſh, Lord 
| Chief _ of the King's Bench, cut 
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off his Head, and placed- the ſame upon 
the Pillory in St. Edmond's-bury. They 
beheaded likewiſe John of Cambridge, 
the Prior thereof, and John de Laking- * 
huith, one of the Priors Commoignes, 
carrying them in Triumph, and placed 
them on Poles upon the ſaid Pillory. i 
The cauſed the Convent to ſurrender 
up all Obligations, and Writings obliga- 
ory, in their Cuſtody, and all their Char- 
— of Privilege whjch Canutus, their 
Founder, had beſtowed upon that Houſe, = 
which, the more to endear themſelves to if 
their Favour, they cancelled, and deli-„ 
vered to the Townſmen. 

In like Manner in Norfolk, under che | 
Command of John Litiſtar, a Dyer of 
Norwich, the like Outrages were com- 
mitted. . From their, Fury the Earl of 
Suffolk but narrowly eſcaped, at North- 
waitham in Nortolk- _ 

They tiled their Captain Ling of che 
Commons, and forced the Lords Scales 
and Moriey, with divers worſhipful 
Knights, to wait upon him at Table, and 
becauſe Sir Robert Saul refuſed to do it, 
they beat out his Brains, 
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(18 ) 
Hugh Spencer, Biſhop of Norwich, to 
- ſuppreſs theſe Infolents, by his Example 
drew the Knights and Gentlemen reſidi- g 
thereabout, to arm themſelves, and 18 
take the Field, who aftetwards routed the 
Rebels, and took their Captain, whoſe 
Head E cauſed preſently to be ſtruck off. 
He alſo took their Chaplain Wraw Pri- 
foner ; who was from thence fent to Lon- 
+ don, 5 receive his Trial, Where he was, 
according to his Demerits, hanged, "drawn, 
and quartered. 
Likewiſe, upon the Saturday following 


Corpus Chriſti Day, the Townſmen of 


Cambridge by Threats enforced one James 
Granceſter to be theit Leader, exacting 


an Oath from kim and his Brother Ono” 


mas to' be loyal to their Encorporation 
and to join with them in Execution of 
any of their Deſigns. | 

Preſently after they fell upon Corpus 
Chriſt: College, which they miſerably 
rantack'a ; tearing, burning, or ſpouing 
whatloever W ritings, Charters, and Books 
they could come at; and took away all 
the Plate, Veſtments; and Treaſure they 
could find, enforcing the Seniors and Stu- 
dents of that College by Oath to renounce, 


(19) 
and diſclaim all, and whatſoever Char- 
ters, Grants, Privileges, and Franchiſes 
had been formerly beſtowed upon that 
Houſe, and to acknowledge from thence- 
forth Subj jection to the Mayor and Bur- 
geſſes of f Cambridge, 

From thence they went like a Town 

to St. Mary's Church, where they broke 


open all the Cheſts, and took out all the 
Treaſure, and Chinech Ornaments. —Fu- 


ry being on foot, they left nothing un- 
done that was barbarous; and Paſſion 


having drowned Reaſon, the y cared not 


what Miſchief they did, nor to whom, 
ſo as they might make their Malice ſuffi- 
ciently perpiſcuous to the Clergy. | 
From Cambridge they went to the 
Priory, of Bernwell, a Mile off, which 
they, like ſo many Sarazens, defaced, 
felling down the Trees, L the 


Malks, and ſetting Fire to what remain- 


ed undefaced 
Tired with doing, but not forty for 
having done, ſo many Crimes, they re- 


tired to Cambridge, where in the Market 


Place they hate with Fire, all the 
Ordinances, Conſtitutions, and Statutes of 
the Univerlity; and all the other particu- 
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lar Books, Rowls, Parchments, &c. they 
could come at, taking up the Aſhes, and 

flinging tbem in the Air, crying, Aroay 

 0ith theſs Clerks Cummins ; and then in 


the Night every one med for himſelf, 


and ſole away. 
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: CHAP. v. 
How this Rebellion was concluded. 


HE Royal Power, which had been 
thus foiled, and trod under Foot, 
could no longer brook ſuch intollerable . 

2baſement, but to repair and eſtabliſn 
itſelt, Proclamation was made, that all 
Men who had Horſe and Armour, and 
loved the King, ſhould forthwith come to 
London in their beſt Manner. There 
were never ſeen together ſo great a Num- 
ber of Horſemen in England. The Mu- 
[ters were taken upon Blackheath, where 
the King himſelf, mounted on a goodly 
Courſer, among the armed Men, and ha- 
ving 1 his Standard Royal advanced before 
Ihim, daily rode forth to view his People, 
rejoicing ta be ſeen among them, and-ac- 
Ixnowlegged their Lord. It is zecorded, | 
That kk three Days Space there ap- | 
peared upon that Heath, for the King's 
Servide, not leſs than forty thouſand 
Horſemen, bravely accoutred. 
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* 22 * . | 
| - This Force had been employed againſt hu 
| the Kentiſh-men (even to the utter Root- | Si. 
ing out of all the Guilty) who again be- in 
gan, but that the King was perſuaded by ly 
the Nobility and Gentry of that County, | 
to proceed by ordinary Juſtice ;- which | cf 
was done. The King's Peace was alſo t. 

. proclaimed in every P * according to St 
his Letters dated at London, June 17, in I or 
the fourth Year of his Reign, to the oa K 

Encouragement of good ON and 

| Confuſion of bad. . v 
_ There were executed above ons thou- | } 
F fand and five hundred in all Places, be- le 
ſides five of a new forlorn Company; 1 
which having deſperately dared to gather 8 
Head again, in Eſſex, about Billericai, Þ' v 
had tendered to the King certain inſolent | © 
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Demands, which were juſtly tejected, and 
they ſlain. The Lord Thomas of Wood- 
ſtock, Earl of Buckingham, the -King's 
| Uncle, with Sir Thomas Piercy, Brother 
to the Count Northumberland, were ſent 
with Force againſt them. The Rebels, 
though very numerous, were broken at 
the very firſt, with a Charge made upon 
them by a Rank in Front, of ten Men of 
Arms or Lanccs. There were taken eight 
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(23) 
hundred Horſes belonging to the Rebel. 1 
| Sir Robert Treſilian was principal Actor 
in the Matters of Juſtice, which he right- £ 
| ly and ſeverely adminiſtred. = 
The King bimſelf had ſo great ap orce 
| cf Horſemen with him, that (as Sir Wal- 
ter Lec ſaid in his Speech to the Men of 
> | St. Albans) there was not a Blade of Corn 
or Graſs left within hive Miles of the 
C 


King's Perſon. 


Amongſt many hondred others who 
were brought before Judge Trefilian, was 
Jack Straw, who behaved in a moſt iuto- 
- | lent and audacious Manner, during the 
J Time of his Trial; but no ſooner Was 
r Sentence of Death paſſed on him then he 
„ was encompaſſed with all thoſe Horrors 
t | of Deſ pair, which await on the Conſcience - 
14 of a vile Sinner when the Proſpect of E- 
- | ternity is ſet before bim: He confeſſed, 
s | That a Scheme was plotted for the Mar- 

r || dering of the King, and his chief Nobles, 
t and was to have been put in Execution 
„J that very Day on which Mat Iyler was 
t hin, had not Sir William Malworth kil- 
1 | led his as he did, —— What Obligations, 
f | then, muſt not this Kingdom be ever un- 
it | GET to this. worthy Patriot! 


KK R 
"And PU EE this nen Rebel," | 
4 35 Which tended to, and muſt accom- 
pliſhed the Deſtruction df this Kingdom, 
had it not been for the gallant Behaviour 
of the Citizens, to reward whom King 
Richard knew not what to do: But, that 
tis glorious Action might never be for- 
1 got he ordered that the Bloody. Dagger 
1 ip *Regard of Sir William Walworth's 
= killing Ty ler with the King's Dagger) 
43 ſhould be Added to the City Arms, Which 
Was before only a plain Croſs. And to 
this Day a Village between Newington | 
and Camberwell (here Sir William : 
bad a Count y-Houſe) is, in Remem- {| 
3% brance of his Na ame; called N 
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